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These past few months, our country has
been totally occupied with ﬁgh ng the corona
virus. Every day when we listen to the news,
we are ge ng reports on how many people
have become infected with a big focus on
how many people have died. As of April 23,
(when this ar cle was wri en) the U.S. total
for those who have died from the virus was
47,992.
Tragically, the amount rose by
approximately 8,000 deaths in just one day
from when the ﬁrst dra of the ar cle was
wri en. The impact of this virus is so serious
because of its highly contagious nature.
Majority of the people who get the virus have
li le or barely no ceable symptoms. The
danger lies in the impact it has on both the
elderly, and those with underlying condi ons
that make it diﬃcult to survive the virus.
I’m not here to defend nor am I going to
disagree with the virtual shutdown of the
country. I’m not an expert in dealing with
viruses nor am I an expert at dealing with the
ﬁnancial impact this has had on our country’s
economy. What I AM an expert at is dealing
with life issues.
The chart above is a representa on of the
leading causes of death in the United States
in 2017, which is the most recent compila on
of sta s cs available . In 2017, there were

2,813,503 deaths recorded in this country.
The top ten causes of deaths were those
listed above.
What you DON’T see listed on the chart
above is the number of deaths a ributed to
abor on. The Na onal Vital Sta s cs
Report from which this chart was created is
a 76 page document that goes into
extensive detail about death and its causes.
It even has a separate sec on dealing with
infant deaths. There are 130 selected
causes of infant deaths speciﬁed, and none
of them is abor on.
In 1981, several of our na on’s top
scien sts tes ﬁed at a senate hearing on
the Human Life Bill. These scien sts
unequivocally stated that human life
begins at the moment of fer liza on. Just
a short 9 years earlier, Supreme Court
Jus ce Harry Blackmun said in the court’s
opinion on Roe v. Wade that no one could
agree on when life began! The bill did not
pass, but since that me, it has become
accepted scien ﬁc fact that life begins at
concep on.
Pick up any human
embryology text book and this will be
corroborated.
With this being the case,
why aren’t deaths from abor on included
in the Na onal Vital Sta s cs Report?
(Continued on page 5)

Law and Order
I recently read this quote wri en in 1707 by Jonathan
Swi . Even though it is old, it is relevant for today:
“Laws are like cobwebs, which may catch small ﬂies, but
let wasps and hornets break through.”
This is so true, especially when it comes to laws
aﬀec ng abor on. For instance, we passed a law in
Ohio several years ago sta ng that no abor on may be
performed if a pre‐born infant is found to be able to
survive outside of a mother’s womb, which is
considered to be possible star ng at about 21 or 22
weeks gesta on. The problem with this law is that the
abor onist is the one that makes the determina on
through ultrasound technology, and it is very easy to
manipulate the ultrasound just by changing the posi on
of the ultrasound probe!
I get complaints all the me from an ‐abor on
advocates regarding laws like this, called
incremental legisla on. They want to
know why we don’t support or pass laws
in Ohio to just completely ban abor on,
or at least stop it when the heartbeat
begins. They tell us that we are just
regula ng abor on, and not stopping it.
Most people just don’t understand
the law. While we may not like it or
agree with it, when Roe v Wade was
passed by the Supreme Court, it took
away the right of each state to stop
abor on before the point of viability. It speciﬁcally
stated that a woman’s choice to have an abor on
outweighs the state’s interest in prenatal life. However,
from the point of viability, the state’s interest in
prenatal life outweighs the mother’s liberty interest.
What that means is that states cannot ban abor ons
based on concern for prenatal life. A er the point of
viability, it can. This has been upheld by the Supreme
Court many mes over the years.
Does this mean that we are not doing anything to
stop abor on before viability? Absolutely NOT!!! Doing
legisla ve work is only a very small por on of our
mission. In fact, as a registered non‐proﬁt, IRS rules and
regula ons require that we devote no more than 15% of
our me and energy to legisla ve ac vi es. For that
reason, we are very selec ve in the legisla on that we
choose to support since we want donor funds to be
used only to support laws which we know have an
excellent chance of withstanding a court challenge. The
biggest part of our mission is educa on and advocacy,
to change hearts and minds so that even if the laws
never change, the abor on clinics will go out of business
due to lack of clients.
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The reality of federal law is that
,states can pass all the heartbeat bills,
life at concep on acts, or any other bill
that bans abor on before viability, and
they will be struck down by the courts.
Many states that pass these laws think
that it will be the law that makes it to
the Supreme Court to overturn Roe v
Wade, and maybe it will, but very
unlikely due to many precedents. I’m not sure what case
will eventually overturn Roe v Wade, but there are several
on the books other than these enjoined laws that I am
hopeful for. Based on the cha er I hear around the country
and in state and federal legislatures, and based on the
changing makeup of the Supreme Court, I do think that this
can happen in the foreseeable future.
If and when Roe v Wade is overturned, it
doesn’t automa cally make abor on illegal
across the country. What it does is to return
the power to the states to decide. In Ohio,
abor on was NOT illegal prior to 1973, so it
would remain legal when Roe v Wade is
overturned. To help right this wrong, Right to
Life of Northeast Ohio has helped to structure a
new bill that was introduced into the legislature
shortly before the corona virus shutdown
occurred.
The Human Life Protec on Act
(HB538) proposes to make abor on illegal in
Ohio and becomes law when the United States Supreme
Court (SCOTUS) overrules Roe v Wade and returns control
of life decisions back to the states. Because this law is
“triggered” by the overturning of Roe v Wade, it has been
nicknamed the “trigger bill”. This precedent was upheld by
the Ohio Supreme Court and does not conﬂict with the Ohio
Cons tu on. That means the bill can only go into eﬀect
upon a condi on precedent by the Supreme Court. It
would save lives sooner than any other previously passed
legisla on since it would go into eﬀect immediately a er
Roe v Wade is overturned. Other legisla on that had been
enjoined by the courts would need to ﬁle a case to overturn
the injunc on, taking me. The trigger bill is akin to the bee
or the wasp that breaks through the spiderweb of abor on!
It is tragic and sad that we have to pass laws to stop
mothers from killing their preborn children. A law is
valuable, not because it is a law, but because there is right
in it. The right to life for ALL human beings should always
be the law.
For Life,
Denise Leipold, Execu ve Director
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Coronavirus and the Abortion Pandemic by Dr. Ray Adamek
Webster’s Dic onary deﬁnes
Not wan ng any crisis “to go to
pandemic as a disease “prevalent waste,” the pro‐choice movement
throughout an en re country, was quick to respond, seeking to
con nent, or the whole world.” deﬁne elec ve abor on as a
Induced abor on certainly fulﬁlls necessary
medical
procedure.
that deﬁni on. It ends the life of Several of the states had deﬁned
one or more unborn human beings other medical procedures as
and increases the risk of physical and “elec ve” and therefore non‐
mental problems for the mother. essen al. The la er included cancer
The mortality rate for legal abor on treatment,
knee
and
hip
is over 50%. Some abor ons involve replacement, and stent placement in
mul ple fetuses, as do “selec ve blood vessels to prevent blockages
reduc on” abor ons, and the
CDC’s latest report (11/29/19)
indicates 439 women died
from legal abor on in the U.S.
between 1973 and 2015.
That number probably should
at least be doubled, since not
all maternal deaths resul ng
from abor on are reported as
such. (See our Summer 2018
issue for details).
From
January 1973 through 2019,
there have been over 61
million abor ons in the U.S.
An organiza on called U.S.
Reprinted with permission from PatCrossCartoons.
Abor on Clock, using various
sources, es mates that since 1980, to vital organs! Led by California
there have been over 1.6 billion A orney General Xavier Becerra, 19
induced abor ons worldwide. The other state Democra c AGs (and the
Gu macher Ins tute states that D.C. AG) requested the U.S. Food
“During 2010‐2014, an es mated 56 and Drug Administra on to waive
million abor ons occurred each year the Risk Evalua on and Mi ga on
worldwide.”
Strategy (REMS) governing the
Pro‐Choice and Pro‐Life Response to dispensing of the abor on pill
Mifepristone.
In response, 159
the Coronavirus Pandemic
The
coronavirus
pandemic members of the U.S. House and
apparently began because of lax Senate called on the FDA to
safeguards at a Wuhan, China “con nue to robustly enforce”
The FDA maintains this
research lab. The ﬁrst pa ent there REMS.
protocol
is
necessary to assess the
was admi ed to a hospital on
dura
on
of
pregnancy accurately,
12/16/19, although the disease was
ectopic
pregnancies,
not iden ﬁed as such at that me. diagnose
provide
surgical
interven
on in
Resul ng from overseas travel, the
cases
of
incomplete
abor
on or
ﬁrst case in the U.S. was conﬁrmed
by the CDC on 1/21/20. On 1/25/20, severe bleeding, or to have made
President Trump restricted air travel arrangements for others to provide
from China, but the pandemic was such care.
Planned Parenthood and other
upon us.

providers have reported an increased
demand for abor ons because of the
coronavirus pandemic.
Chicago
abor onists reported some women
were coming from Texas and Alabama
to obtain abor ons, since those states
deﬁned abor on as an elec ve, non‐
essen al procedure. Pro‐life sidewalk
counselors have reported seeing
several out‐of‐state license plates on
cars in clinic parking lots, with pa ents
entering without protec ve gear, and/
or wai ng in line close to
one another if the clinic was
not yet opened.
Planned
Parenthood
(PP) hopes to oﬀer telemed
(webcam) abor ons in all
ﬁ y states by the end of
April. In this procedure,
without seeing a doctor in
person, women consult one
over a webcam with the
abor on
pills
being
dispensed from a remote‐
control drawer, or a by a
staﬀ member.
However, webcam abor ons are
illegal in 18 states, with Ohio State
Senator Stephen A. Huﬀman oﬀering
similar legisla on here.
Further,
physicians at the American Associa on
of
Pro‐life
Obstetricians
and
Gynecologists point out that such
abor ons generate more pa ents to
be seen in emergency rooms already
overburdened by the virus pandemic.
Two studies in the medical literature,
together involving almost 50,000
women, found pill abor ons were
more likely to result in complica ons
than early surgical abor ons. The
most common complica ons were
hemorrhage
and
incomplete
abor ons, which then require surgery.
The American Associa on of
Obstetricians and Gynecologists has
stated that, “To the extent that
hospital systems or ambulatory
surgical facili es are categorizing
(Continued on page 4)
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Coronavirus and the Abor on Pandemic (Continued from page 3)

procedures that can be delayed during the coronavirus
pandemic, abor on should not be categorized as such a
procedure.” Nancie Schwarzman, board member of PP of
Southern New England, noted that abor on is “ me‐
sensi ve,” saying, “Can you imagine anything more
essen al?” Meera Shah, chief medical oﬃcer for three
PP clinics in New York City suburbs stated, “Pregnancy‐
related care, especially abor on care, is essen al and life‐
aﬃrming.” But Dr. Chris na Francis, chair of pro‐life OB‐
GYNs, says “Abor on is not essen al healthcare; t doesn’t
treat a disease process.” Moreover, if abor on were
essen al health care, most OB‐GYNs would provide it.
But 85% do not do elec ve abor ons. Reﬂec ng the pro‐
choice propensity to deny the humanity of the unborn,
Governor Andrew Cuomo D‐NY, referring to the
CORONAVIRUS pandemic said, “…we’re not going to
accept a premise that human life is disposable … The ﬁrst
order of business is to save lives, period.” On January 23,
2019, Cuomo signed an abor on bill that legalized
abor on up to birth for nearly any reason.
State Policies and Judicial Responses
Once President Trump declared coronavirus to be a
public health crisis, it became incumbent upon each state
to develop policies to deal with the situa on. Part of this
involved classifying medical procedures as essen al or
non‐essen al, in order to marshal medical staﬀ, facili es,
and equipment to deal with the virus, and to prevent its
spread. In Ohio, under pro‐life Governor Mike DeWine
(R), Department of Health Director Amy Acton, mandated
on 3/17/20 that non‐essen al surgical procedures (to
include elec ve abor on) cease. However, on 3/30/20,

U.S. Judge Michael R. Barre of the
Southern District of Ohio ruled the same
day that closing abor on facili es would
cause “irreparable harm” to women.
the ACLU and PPFA took emergency ac on to nullify the
mandate. U.S. Judge Michael R. Barre of the Southern
District of Ohio ruled the same day that closing abor on
facili es would cause “irreparable harm” to women. On
4/2/20, Judge Barre
further ruled that abor on
providers themselves could determine if abor ons are
essen al or not on a case by case basis, and therefore
could remain open. Ohio AG Dave Yost indicated he
intended to appeal the ruling, and was joined by 15 other
state AGs in an amicus brief.
Although the situa on is ﬂuid, here is what we know of
the ac ons in other states as of this wri ng. The
LifeLINES

following states considered abor on non‐essen al and
sought to stop them during the pandemic. (In this list
a er the state’s policy, if there was court ac on, CA =
Court Aﬃrmed, and CO = Court Overturned).
Alabama (CA)
Alaska
Arkansas (CA)
Indiana

Iowa
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maryland
Mississippi

Ohio (CO)
Oklahoma (CO)
Tennessee (CO)
West Virginia

Of these 13 states, 11 have Republican governors, and 2
(KY, LA) have Democra c governors. The following states
considered abor on essen al and allowed clinics to
remain open during the pandemic lockdown:
California
Kansas
Maine
Massachuse s
Michigan

Minnesota
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina

Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
Virginia
Washington

All 14 of these states have Democra c governors.
Texas originally deﬁned abor on as non‐essen al, and
sought to close clinics, but during the third week of April,
pro‐life governor Greg Abbo (R) issued an execu ve
order permi ng elec ve surgeries to commence if they
are considered to correct a serious medical condi on. His
order did not men on abor on. When asked about it
later, Abbo told reporters, “Obviously, that will be a
decision for courts to make.” Planned Parenthood and
other clinics interpreted his order to mean they could
perform elec ve abor ons again. Of the 21 states whose
policies have not been in the news, 8 have Democra c
governors, and 13 have Republican governors.
Is Abor on an “Essen al” Medical Procedure?
One newspaper’s editorial answered this ques on
quite directly, and we shall quote freely from it.
“Merriam‐Webster deﬁnes ‘essen al’ as meaning ‘of the
utmost importance: basic, indispensable, necessary.’ The
primary determinant of whether abor on meets this
threshold is whether or not it is medically required. …
But almost all elec ve abor ons completely fail the test
of being an essen al medical procedure in this me of
pandemic … abor on‐rights ac vists’ own rhetoric, which
constantly casts abor on as a woman’s sacrosanct
personal choice, further undermines any claim of it being
medically essen al. … As Mark Harrington, president of
the pro‐life group Created Equal pointedly remarked, … ‘If
abor on is a choice, then abor on is an elec ve
procedure.’ … (N)on‐essen al medical procedures are
being discouraged … for the same reason as every other
nonessen al procedure: to minimize the poten al of
spreading the coronavirus. In this context, it is salient to
spotlight the documented reality of the substandard
(Continued on page 6)
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What’s Wrong With This Picture? (Continued from page 1)

If you look at the chart on the bo om of this page,
we’ve recreated the previous chart and added 862,320
deaths (the number of reported abor ons in 2017) to
the na onal total, bringing the adjusted total to
3,675,823. What’s so astonishing is what we already
know that is being ignored by abor on advocates and
the liberal media: abor on is the leading cause of
death in the United States. Heart disease, the next
highest cause of death, was responsible for 17.61% of
total deaths in 2017 (with abor on added in), while
abor on was responsible for 23.45% of total deaths
that year!
I’m not making light of heart disease, cancer,
suicide, or any of the other causes of death on this
chart. What I’m trying to do is to put it in perspec ve.
We’re constantly hearing about the push to cure
cancer, heart disease, diabetes and more. We hear
even more controversy about guns being the cause of
death. While gun deaths are included in the sta s cs,
it is not readily apparent. In 2017, there were 39,773
deaths a ributed to guns. 23,854 of those deaths
were from suicide. 14,252 were from murders, 486
were uninten onal or from accidents, 553 involved
law enforcement, and 338 were undetermined.
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The na onal cry for gun control is at a fever pitch! I don’t
deny that deaths from guns are tragic. But again, we need
to put it in perspec ve: gun deaths accounted for 1.08% of
total deaths in 2017, while abor on accounted for
23.45%—and abor on deaths were inten onal! For
abor on to be considered legal makes this an even more
heartbreaking tragedy.
We’ve shut this country down to combat the corona
virus. Let’s use the corona virus sta s cs to make another
comparison. We’ll “guess mate” that corona virus deaths
will be around 75,000. If this had happened in 2017, the
total deaths caused by the corona virus (adding 75,000 to
the death total on the chart below bringing it to 3,750,823)
the deaths from the corona virus would have accounted for
approximately 2% of the total U.S. deaths that year.
However, abor ons deaths would s ll account for 23% of
the total deaths. The lack of response to abor on deaths
that are inten onally caused by the mother of the preborn
human being is astounding in comparison to the huge
response to the corona virus.
God help us all if we can’t make people understand that
abor on kills a human being and it needs to be stopped

NOW!
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We Marched for Life!
Right to Life of Northeast Ohio led a sold out
con ngency to Washington, DC, on January 24, 2020 for
the annual March for Life, the largest peaceful pro‐life
gathering in the world! We started oﬀ the day by
a ending the Na onal Prayer Service for the Unborn. We
also a ended the March for Life Rally on the Na onal
Mall where we were privileged to hear President Donald
Trump address the massive crowd as the ﬁrst si ng
president in history to personally a end the March for
Life. At the end of the March, we a ended a recep on in
the senate oﬃce building where we got to personally
meet with several legislators, including Senator Jim
Jordan, Congressman Anthony Gonzalez, Congressman
Warren Davidson, and Ohio State Senator Kris na
Roegner.

Coronavirus and the Abor on Pandemic (Continued from page 4)

medical and hygienic prac ces in many abor on facili es.” (See our Winter, 2017 and Spring 2018 issues on that topic).
Is Religious Freedom Under A ack?
It is no secret that the pro‐choice movement has li le respect for organized religion and religious freedom.
Disregarding strongly held moral and religious beliefs, they want all ci zens to pay for abor on with their tax dollars, and
to support Planned Parenthood, the na on’s biggest abor on provider.
Several examples of apparent hos lity to religion (primarily toward Chris ans) have surfaced during the coronavirus
pandemic. These have occurred in at least fourteen communi es in eleven states and involve both pro‐life sidewalk
counselors at clinics and church‐goers. For example, in Charlo e NC, police arrested seven pro‐life sidewalk counselors
outside of “A Woman’s Choice” abor on center, even though they were maintaining the six‐feet social distance
direc ve, and had face masks and hand sani zer. They were charged with viola ng the Guilford County stay at home
order. The order allowed ac vi es such as golﬁng as an “essen al” outdoor ac vity, and gave no indica on why civil
public ac vism would not qualify. On 4/7/20, Chris ans in Greenﬁeld MS were given cita ons of $500 each for si ng in
their cars with the windows rolled up listening to the pastor’s sermon over their car radios. The mayor, Errick Simmons
(D) announced the day before that all church buildings be closed for “in person and drive‐in church services” un l the
governor’s shelter in place order was li ed. Those in the cars had to roll down their windows to receive the ckets from
the policeman’s bare hands. Pastor Sco told a radio host, “One of the police oﬃcers said the mayor wanted to make an
example of our church.”
At least ten of these Chris an communi es responded to protect their religious liberty, however. They have either
ﬁled or won suits, or have had the authori es rescind their orders or back down when challenged. On April 14,
responding to these and other similar instances, U.S. A orney General William Barr promised to look into these threats
to religious liberty, saying, “the First Amendment and federal statutory law” prohibit governments from “imposing

special restric ons on religious ac vity that do not also apply to similar non‐religious ac vity.”
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REGISTRATION NOW
OPEN!



I am registering for ______ foursome(s) at a cost of $500.00 each ($125 per golfer).
(Please attach additional sheet with names of golfers in additional foursomes.)
________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Your support of Right to Life of
TOTAL AMOUNT
ENCLOSED:
Northeast
Ohio goes
toward our$__________________________*
mission
of
protecting
innocent
Please make checks payable to human
Right to Life of Northeast Ohio, and mail completed form and payment to:
lives from conception through natural
to Life of Northeast Ohio Golf for Life  572 W. Market St. Ste 2 
Akron OH 44303
death...no Right
exceptions.
*For payment by credit card, please contact our office at 330-762-2785. Some portion of your payment may be tax deductible as a donation. To make a tax deductible donation, please make your
check payable to Life Education Fund, our 501c3 affiliate. A dinner-only option for $40 is available if you would like someone to join you for the luncheon after the event. Please contact our office to
make those
arrangements.Fund is a 501c3
Life
Education

affiliate

with

Right

to

Life

of

Northeastyou
Ohio.
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Ken & Denise Leipold
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www.RightToLifeofNortheastOhio.com

Our Mission
Protec ng the sanc ty of human life from concep on
through natural death...NO EXCEPTIONS

The Main Issues
Abor on
Embryonic Stem Cell Research & Cloning
Euthanasia & End of Life Decisions

Our Goal
Building the Culture of Life

Our Strategies
Educate with the facts concerning life issues
Legislate by promo ng laws protec ng innocent
human lives
Advocate as a voice for the voiceless
Unify those seeking to defend life
Mul ply our voices to increase in strength
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PLEASE HELP US...
...to con nue in our ﬁght to
protect innocent human life
from concep on through
natural death…
NO EXCEPTIONS!
You can use the envelope
enclosed with this newsle er
to make a dona on by mail
or
CALL
330‐762‐2785
or

Youth For Life of Northeast Ohio
is a program of
Right to Life of Northeast Ohio.
Life Educa on Fund is a 501c3
aﬃliate with Right to Life of
Northeast Ohio.
Contribu ons to Life Educa on Fund
are tax deduc ble under IRS rules.

make a secure online
dona on on our website by
clicking on the “donate” tab.

